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VERBALIZATION : My husband recently told me about a survey taken in the USA and

Europe. People were asked if they would rather continue to work five days a week and get a raise or
would they rather work four days a week at their current salary? Which would you choose? | chose
four days a week. My husband laughed and said that he knew that | would be in the 1% in America
who chose more free time rather than more money. However, in Europe, | am the majority.The
recent economic turmoil has impacted millions of people in devastating ways that we cannot imagine.
How lucky they must consider us, who can choose between four and five days of work, or between
keeping our current salary or getting a raise.

An economic crisis reminds us to “tighten our belts” or to “cut back”, but it also reminds us of just how
blessed we are in having a home, income, clothes, food, and health insurance. Outreach ministry
and mission work are in greater need of our support, now more than ever.

| want to commend you in your continued support of our monthly communion offerings and mission
projects. Your love, support, and giving make a huge difference in the lives of millions of suffering
people-people right here in Cape May County and people around the world.

VISION: I cannot wait to SEE the first group of Family Promise enter our doors. This will be an
exciting new ministry in our midst. There will be much to be done to get ready and to host families for
a week; however, the reward will be great! Yes, | mean our reward! Anyone who has ever
participated in a mission project will tell you that they always receive more than they give. Whatever
we give to Family Promise, it will return to us one hundred-fold.

VOICE: As the snow melted, | noticed the pussy willows in bloom- a sure sigh of spring- and the

clocks have sprung ahead. So the question is- what are the new signs of life in you? How will you
use this season to blossom and grow in your relationship with Christ? Our Lenten study suggests
three ways: 1) Do no harm, 2) Do all the Good you can, and 3) Avail yourself of the pieties of the
church. Well, that is a mouthful of old English! Here are some of the suggestions made in our Book
of Discipline: Do no harm and avoid evil -by not fighting, quarreling, or gossiping, doing what is not
for the glory of God, and by avoiding self-indulgence. Do good -by being kind and merciful in every
possible way to all people, as far as possible. Practice the pieties of the church -attend worship,
celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion, pray, study, read the Bible, and practice a spiritual
discipline. A new life in Christ is a thing to be celebrated!




Holy Week Schedule

Palm Sunday Service:
10 am service, April 5th.

Maundy Thursday , April 9th
Soup & Bread 6:00 pm
Service 7 pm

Good Friday Service:
12 noon, Friday, April 10th

Easter Sunrise Service:
6:15 am, Sunday, April 12"
Stone Harbor Pavillion, 88" & The Beach

Easter Church Service:
10 am, Sunday, April 12th
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Don't forget to order your
Easter flowers to help in the
beautifying of our church for
Easter Sunday

Order Forms are available in your
weekly worship bulletins.

The deadline for ordering is Palm
Sunday,
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AN EASTER PRAYER
God of unending joy, you
have set us free from sin
and death through the
rising of your Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ. In
this season of renewed
hope, we rejoice and pray
that throughout the year
we may be faithful to our
baptismal promises. Help
us to find hope all around
us, to believe in your
mercy even when we cannot
see it, and to proclaim
your goodness to the
world. Alleluia! Amen.
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Just a reminder: Please make sure to
use your offering envelopes. It just

takes a second to fill it out and the
offering counters and financial
secretary will greatly appreciate it!
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Owen & Betsy Pappas

Jamison Leigh Carnucio
Cg’m@@ Jan Atack, our faithful and
’ loyal office secretary has
moved from our office to the

district office. She wants to thank
everyone for all of their support and love for the
years she has been here. She will be most
missed and we wish her much success and
happiness.

We welcome Stephanie Egatz, our new
secretary and welcome her to our
amily. She is available in the
office Tuesday through Thursday 9am-1pm
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B.1.G. (Live your Belief In God) published by
Abington Press. The curriculum is based on 3
B.1.G. truths:

1. God is a great BIG God.

2. God loves us with a great BIG Love.

3. We are part of God’s great BIG World.

We are currently studying some of the parables
Jesus told to show us how to live in such as the
Good Samaritan and the Lost Coin. The songsters
will be singing on March 29th. The Sunday School
students are planning a skit to present during
worship on Palm Sunday, April 17th.

“Believe in God, believe also in me.” (John 14:1)

C.A.M.P. Rally Day
The Pinelands @ Mt. Misery
Sunday, May 3rd, 2-5pm
Lots of fun stuff is planned! Food, big
BBQ, music, face painting, boating, tours of
the camp, giveaways. While there, make
sure to register for summer camp!

Vacation Bible School S

is July 13-17. This year we will
be using Cokesbury’s Camp
E.D.G.E. curriculum. At Camp
E.D.G.E. children will



Experience and Discover God Everywhere!
Vacation Bible ages 4-13. We are also always
looking for volunteers. Please contact Sarah
Webster with questions. (368-3341)

! ! "#S !
% % $ & !
| "
% % $ % ' (
# # $
% ! )%
% %
| * * #
# % $ $
e I'$ $
$ #
+ % % %
! # # -
% "I 0% % % $
1 #3$ 3% # % #
# # %
0O $"% 0
2 $
#$ $ #3% %
% I'$ 4
# 5
6 7 8%
9 % % # ##S$
&% % %
[ -
;0<=0>7?(=
+ )
* * 1 @ 2

The Dove Express ~ Spring

Page 4



%( & + ("
4o
$ "&
% "%
% (%"& '(*"
( -011 /
(# %(" 2
3## "4 % T#" &

-/

The Church & State:

The Federal Government has extended the 2008 tax
benefit to the year 2009. If you have an IRA-type
account, you can donate your taxable earnings
directly to the church and not pay taxes on the
amount donated. This must be done directly
through your broker.

Do you want a copy of the 2009 budget? Stop by the
church office and Stephanie, the church secretawill
be happy to give you a copy.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

The One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS)
offering, March 22, makes the necessities of
life, such as food, shelter and clothing, a
reality by sharing the goodness of life with
those who hurt. When a catastrophe occurs,
offerings to OGHS enables the United
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR)
to reach out and ease the pain and suffering
by providing humanitarian aid of food,
shelter, health and peace.

Giving to OGHS enables UMCOR to keep
the promise that 100% of designated gifts go
to the specific causes. Unlike other mission
programs, UMCOR receives no World
Service or other apportionment money. This
Is why faithful support of OGHS offering is
crucial.

One Great Hour of Sharing is one of the six
churchwide Special Sundays with offerings
of The United Methodist Church. Each
congregation is encouraged to celebrate the
Special Sundays. Your congregation's
extravagant generosity to OGHS offering
provides hope amidst despair.

Every 30 seconds a child dies from
malaria, a preventable disease. We believe
it is time for us to do more.

One bed net costs just $10 to buy and deliver to
individuals in need. One bed net can safely last
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a family for about four years, thanks to a long-
lasting insecticide woven into the net fabric.

Bed nets prevent malaria transmission by
creating a protective barrier against mosquitoes
at night, when the wvast majority of

transmissions occur. The African malaria

mosquitoes generally bite late at night or early
morning, between 10:00 p.m. and 4:00 a.m. A
bed net is usually hung above the center of a
bed or sleeping space so that it completely
covers the sleeping person. A net treated with
insecticide offers about twice the protection of

take advantage of the Cape May County Fare
Free Transportation System, which will
transport you from your home to the Blind
Center free of charge.

Members participate in arts and crafts

workshops, exercise, music enrichment and
drama programs; various field trips to local area
restaurants, museums and stage productions.
Also, throughout the year, guest speakers and
local entertainers are invited to the Center to
perform.

an untreated net and can reduce the number of The Blind Center mission is to provide a safe,
mosquitoes that enter the house and the overall friendly atmosphere where all blind and

number of mosquitoes in the area.

We have collected $976.23 for the months of
January and February for this cause. Thank you
to all who have supported.

Let's keep those shawls coming ladie
they have greatly received by al
recipients! Many thanks to Pa
Wright and Phebe Bishop wh
started this ministry! Also, to all
of you knitters and crocheters;
your hard work and prayers are
touching many people! AN

Blind Center of the Jersey Cape

All blind and visually-impaired residents of

Cape May County are welcome to attend the
Blind Center of the Jersey Cape’'s weekly
meetings which are held every Tuesday and
Thursday, from 10 am — 2 pm right here in our
church. The Blind Center is a non-profit

organization founded in October 2000. There
are no dues/fees charged to become a
participating member. Also, participants can

visually-impaired residents can develop and
expand their everyday experiences outside of
their home environments.

If you, or any one you know, would like to
become an active member or a volunteer of the
Blind Center, please contact Millicent Saraduke
at (609) 624-0931.

The Blind Center will be holding a
fundraiser breakfast at Uncle Bill's on
Saturday, April 18", from 8 am — 12 noon
Mark your calendars and plan on attending,
more information will follow.

Learning Opportunities

We are never too young or old to learn!

Cape Regional Medical Center, South Jersey
Council for Health & Wholeness Ministries,
along with Atlantic Cape Community
College is offering a certificate program for
Parish Nursing. Parish nurses practice in
congregations and faith communities of every
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denomination in rural, urban, & Suburban
settings throughout the United States and
abroad. The instructors for the program are
Rev. Joanne Drane, Rn Ph.D. and Bonnie
Kratzer, RN, BSN. For more information
please call (609) 343-48209.

Pencil these
dates
on your

calendar :

Lenten Study
Every Wednesday in March at
10am

Cape Atlantic Resource Day:
Thursday, March 26th 8:30am-2pm

Palm Sunday Service:
April 5th, 10am Service

Maundy Thursday , April 9th
Dinner 6:00 pm
Service 7 pm

Good Friday Service:
12 noon, Friday, April 10th

Easter Sunrise Service:
6:15 am, Sunday,
April 12th,

Easter Church Service:
10 am, Sunday, April 12th

Trustees meeting:
7pm, Tuesday, April 21st

Trustees Work

Day:
Saturday, April \
25th, 9am-

12pm

Cape Atlantic
District
Conference:
Saturday, May 9™ 8:30am-12pm
Linwood, NJ

Avalon Yard Sale
Saturday, May 9th
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County Healthcare Resource Day
Saturday, May 9th 11a-2p
Wildwood Convention Center

Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 11"

Nurture, Outreach, & Witness (NOW)
Committee: 7 pm, Tuesday, May 12"

Finance Committee meeting:

7 pm, Tuesday, May 19"

Monday, May 25" ) *
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Greater NJ Annual Conference:
May 28th thru 30th

PLEASE NOTE:

Pastor Vena on Vacation:
April 14th-17th
May 1st-8th
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