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VERBALIZATION :   Recently, a woman told me that her challenge in life was to “Be the 
Divine (for others) and See the Divine (in others)”.  This challenge from God pushes us further 
than the question, “What would Jesus Do?”  Doing is very different than Being.  We can do the 
right thing without being of the right attitude, but being the Divine and seeing the Divine 
requires that we be right with God.  Just imagine how differently we would act and speak if we 
were constantly aware of God within others and ourselves.  I believe that this challenge to “Be 
the Divine for others and to See the Divine in others” is the Way of the Cross, the Way of Peace 
and Justice, the Way of Truth and Life.  Let us live as if we are all created in God’s image. 

VISION :  I am very excited about the opportunity for us to participate in the Family Promise 
Program.  Beginning in September, twelve churches around the county will be 
providing meals (dinner only) and sleeping accommodations for families in 
need of transitional housing.  We will host up to fifteen people from a Sunday 
to Sunday, approximately four times a year. 

To give us a better idea of the reality of poverty and homelessness, we will be 
hosting a ten-week series for all of the people in the county who are participating in Family 
Promise.  The program is entitled, “Just Neighbors.”  (Please see the article that includes the 
dates and the topics.)  PLEASE, prayerfully consider being part of this study and mission.  It is 
an opportunity to “Be the Divine and See the Divine.” 

VOICE :  In our communion service, we pray “that we may be for the world the body of 
Christ.”  This is the act of Incarnation, being the body of Christ in the world.  Participating in 
the mission of  Family Promise is Incarnational Ministry.  I am hoping that everyone will 
participate in some way: helping with a meal, assisting children with homework or parents with 
resumes or applications, or just spending time with people who are going through a difficult 
transition.  Specifically, we will need fourteen leaders – two per day – who will organize 
volunteers to help each day.  Of course, we can always use more than fourteen leaders since 
some people are not here all year.  Maris Stella will also be providing volunteers to support us 
in this mission.  Incarnational ministry requires that we respond to Christ’s question, “Who is 
my neighbor?” 
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Graduate Sunday 
We are recognizing the hard 
work of all our graduates on 
Sunday, June 29th.  If you 

know of someone in our 
congregation that is graduating from 
college, high school, or 8th grade, please 
submit: 

- their name 
- the name of their school 
- their next step - where they will go to 

high school, college, or work 
to the church office, 967-4204, by Tuesday, 
June 3rd.  Thanks for your help! 
 

Don’t miss a great meal! 
The Avalon Methodist Women are 
sponsoring a Family Covered Dish dinner 
on Wednesday, June 4th at 6 pm.  Bring a 
favorite dish to share!  Following will be 
Who is my neighbor.  See the Just 
Neighbors article 
 

Theology According to Starbucks 
Come out on at 10 am on the second Friday of 
the month and get some questions answered, 
learn more about yourself, and have fellowship.  
Upcoming topics are as follows: 

June 13th - Who do you believe is 
saved? 

July 11th - What do you believe about 
miracles? 

August 8th - What do you believe about 
the theology of Covenant?  

 
Just Neighbors 

The Just Neighbors program will be held 
on Wednesday nights at 7 pm in 
Fellowship Hall.  The following is the 
schedule and topic: 

June 4th Who is my Neighbor? 

June 11th Making Ends Meet 

June 18th What would you 
choose? 

June 25th Does Working Work? 

July 9th Housing Matters 

July 23rd Prejudice, Privilege, 
and Poverty 

July 30th Our Children, Our 
Future 

August 6th Justice for All? 

August 13th Stepping Out in Faith 

August 20th Film: The Pursuit of 
Happyness 

 

The nursery will be open 
and staffed during Sunday 
services between Memorial 
Day and Labor Day. 
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Strawberry 
Festival 

Get your appetite 
ready for a time of fellowship and a great 
dessert.  Mark your calendar for Saturday, 
June 14th, from 7-9 pm to come out and 
enjoy Strawberries, Cake and Ice Cream! 
 

Special Father’s Day Offering 
On June 15th, Father’s Day, we take a 
special offering to support Tools for Hope 
for Church World Service. 
 

Men’s Coffee and Gospel 
Men come out and join in this time of 
fellowship and study once a month at 10 
am.  Mark your calendars for June 27th, 
July 25th, and August 22nd, when we will be 
looking at Matthew, chapters 5, 6, & 7.  
Bring your coffee mug and we’ll fill it. 

 
 

Communion Offerings 
As you know the first Sunday of every 
month we have a communion offering.  The 
following is our summer schedule: 

June - United Methodist Homes 
July - Asbury UMC in Atlantic City 
August - Rick Hellings – one of our 

missionaries in Alaska 
Please do what you can to support these 
missions. 

First Annual 
“Alumni Weekend” 

Over the years members of our 
congregation, who have been blessed by 
the gift of longevity, have returned to visit at 
random times throughout the year.  We 
have decided to establish an “Alumni 
Weekend,” for these members, each year 
so that they can all return at the same time.  
This allows: 

- “Graduates’ to visit with one another 
- formal recognition of their past 

contributions to the church 
- an update on the people and times of 

our church today. 

We will have a covered dish supper on 
Saturday night so that we may all have an 
opportunity to socialize and renew old 
friendships.  We will also recognize them in 
Sunday’s service and have a coffee hour 
after the service. 

Please reserve the weekend of September 
6th on your calendar.  We look forward to 
“Alumni Weekend.” 
 

Want to be 
adopted? 

We have some 
families that don’t 
have grandparents 
locally, so we would 
like to pair them up with local ‘adopted’ 
grandparents.  If you are an older adult and 
would like to spend some time with 
children, then we are looking for you.  
Please let Pastor Vena know if you would 
like to participate. 
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Job & Volunteer Opportunities 
Pinelands 

Center at Mt. 
Misery and 

Aldersgate 
Center still 
have paid staff 

and volunteer positions available this summer.  
They are looking for enthusiastic, energetic 
people who want to share their love for Jesus 
Christ with the children and youth who will 
attend summer camp.  For more information 
about opportunities at either camp, contact 
Katie Garrett, Program Director, at 973-383-
5978 or AldersgateCenter@gmail.com. 
 

21st Annual 
United Methodist Night with 

the Philadelphia Phillies! 
United Methodists from New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, and Delaware are invited to this 
special recognition day at the ballpark on 
Saturday, July 26th.  Game time is 3:55 pm.  All 
churches in attendance will have their name in 
lights on the big announcement board during 
the game! 

This is a great opportunity to take a group of 
baseball fans, and lovers of hotdogs, to see a 
terrific game as the Phillies take on the Atlanta 
Braves.  Not only will you enjoy an evening of 
baseball, but also for every ticket sold, the 
Phillies organization will donate up to $5 to the 
Greater NJ Conference.  These funds will 

support our United 
Methodist Men in their 
mission and ministries.  
It’s a win-win situation 
for the UMC and 
especially the United 
Methodist Men! 

Desserts ~ Sweets ~ Beverages 
Cookbook 

The church has created 
a Desserts ~ Sweets ~ 
Beverages Cookbook.  
We expect delivery of 
the cookbooks some 
time in July.  It's not 
too late to order your copy.  
Enclosed is an order form, just fill it out, 
and return it to the church office.  The 
cookbooks are tentatively priced at $10.  
Remember, they make a great gift!  
Contact the Cookbook Committee (Sarah 
Webster, Patti Boyle, and Kim Kalla) for 
more information. 
 

Peach Festival 
The annual Peach Festival will 
be held Friday, August 15th 
from 7-9 pm.  Rumor has it that 

this year peach pies will be for sale also. 
 

Bishop Devadhar &  
Greater NJ United 

Methodists 
Invite You to Share a 

Pilgrimage to 
The Holy Land 

Enjoy a journey of a lifetime, seeing Old and 
New Testament lands of Jordan and Israel.  You 
will depart from New York on January 4th for 
10 days of inspiration, adventure, and 
fellowship.  An extension of 5 days is available 
to visit Egypt.  For more information contact 
Marjorie Costello at 609-927-4600 or email her 
at AlphaACTS@aol.com. 
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Check Out the Books in the 
Narthex! 

Do you have questions 
about or want to know 
more about our 
denomination, baptism, 
the Lord’s Supper, the 
Bible, prayer, etc.  We 
have books available in 
the narthex that address 
these topics.  Each book 

is only 15 pages long and is easy to read 
and understand.  The following are the 
titles: 

- About Being United Methodist 
- The History of the United Methodist 

Church 
- About Baptism 
- About The Lord’s Supper 
- How the Bible Came to Be 
- The Bible and You 
- The Old Testament 
- The New Testament 
- About Prayer 
- The ABCs of World Religions 
- About Faith and Your Child (from birth 

to age 6) 
- About Faith and Your Child (from 6 to 

12 years old) 
Please feel free to take a book.  We are 
never too old to learn! 
 

Please take time to get to know William H. 
Tozour, V our newest preparatory member.  
Young William was 
baptized on Sunday, May 
25th.  Congratulate his 
parents, Will Tozour and 
Laura Hickson, and his 
big brother, Trevor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It's almost time for Vacation Bible 
School ! VBS 2008 is Beach Party: Surfin' 
the Word.  During the week of July 14-18, 
children will "feel the surf and catch the 
wave of God's love."  Each day includes 
times for Crafts, Recreation, Snack, Music, 
as well as classroom time where children 
learn about God's love from Bible stories.  
Our VBS is open to any child age 4 through 
having completed 6th grade.  If you know of 
a child who would be interested, please fill 
out the registration form, and return it to the 
church office.  We are also always looking 
for teachers and helpers.  If you are 
interested in volunteering, please contact 
the church or Sarah Webster (368-8341) 
for more information. 

Here's to a great 2008!  
 

Following the 
service on Sunday, 
June 22nd, Mark 
and Kim Kalla will 
be hosting a 
fellowship time in 
honor of their 25th 
wedding 
anniversary. 
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Pencil these 
dates  
on your 
calendar :  
Just Neighbors program: 

 
7 pm Wednesdays, 
June 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th, 
July 9th, 23rd, 20th,  
August 6th, 13th, 20th 

Covenant Group:  
10 am, Thursdays,  
June 5th, 12th, 19th, & 26th 

Theology According to Starbuck’s:  
10 am, Fridays, June 13th, July 11th, & 
August 8th 

Strawberry Festival: 
7-9 pm, Saturday June 14th 

Father’s Day:  
June 15th 

Administrative Council meeting:  
7 pm, Tuesday, June 17th 

Men’s Coffee & Gospel Group:  
10 am, Fridays, June 27th, July 25th, & 
August 22nd 

Graduate Sunday:  
during Service, June 29th, followed by 
Fellowship Time 

Fellowship Time  following service – 
Sunday, June 22nd , June 29th, July 
27th, & August 31st 

Music Committee:  
1:30 pm, Tuesday, July 8th 

Vacation Bible School:  
9 am – 12 noon, July 14th – 18th 

Trustee meeting:  
7 pm, Tuesday, July 15th 

Staff Parish Relations Committee 
meeting:   7 pm, Tuesday, July 22nd 

Endowment Committee:  
9 am, Thursday, July 24th  

Christian Education meeting:  
following service, Sunday, August 10th 

N-O-W (Nurture, Outreach, & Witness):  
7 pm, Tuesday, August 5th  

Finance Committee meeting: 
7 pm, Tuesday, August 12th 

Peach Festival:  
7-9 pm, Friday, August 15th 

Missions meeting:  
7 pm, Tuesday, August 19th 

Alumni Weekend:  
Saturday & Sunday, Sept. 6th & 7th 
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Please notice this was done with a single 
stroke of the pen and copyrighted in 1884. 


