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VERBALIZATION :   "And are we yet alive, and see each other's face?"  In 1749, Charles 
Wesley wrote these words for the opening hymn at Annual Conference.  As an 18th century itinerate 
pastor this was a valid question. Annual Conference was truly a time of celebration, reunion, work 
and worship, and a time to consider, "What troubles have we seen, what mighty conflicts past, fight; 
ings without, and fears within, since we assembled last!"   
 
A new pastor to the Conference, recently asked me, "What is Annual Conference like?"  After a brief 
description, I found that I gave him much more information about what Annual Conference used to be 
like, when it was held in Ocean City.  The difference in my mind, was the sense of connection: 
The fact that we used to "see each other's face" and recognize that person as someone in ministry 
with us.  We shared a relationship in Christ and a sense of community.   
 
Connectionalism in the United Methodist Church is based on our connection to Christ; it is not about 
our individual relationship with Christ, but rather the fact that as the Church of Christ, we are the Body 
of Christ. Our sense of community should come from our shared life in worship and service.  Our 
sense of connection should come from our shared faith in Christ. Our shared faith in Christ connects 
us to people all around the world: people of different color, language, and cultural, people who reflect 
the love of Christ in their approach to the world.  Let us thank God that we are connected to the Holy 
Body of Christ.  

VISION :  Our vision is to be a church that shares its faith with others.  Some people think of that 
as offering a testimony in church.  That is one way to share our faith; however, offering a word of 
hope to someone, inviting someone to worship, and being at work in service and mission are also 
ways of sharing our faith with others.  My prayer is that this church will truly embrace the vision of 
faith-sharing.    

VOICE :  Many people are very uncomfortable with the idea of sharing their faith.  No matter what 
words we use to disguise it; it always comes back to the fact that we feel “uncomfortable” when we 
are asked to share our faith.  Christ calls us to be his witnesses and to testify on his behalf.  This 
does sound scary; its like being called to court.  However, being a disciple of Christ is not about how 
we feel, but about how we obey.  When we share our faith, we are sharing a gift from God.  Sharing 
our faith is not about us; it is about offering others the opportunity to be in relationship with Christ.  It 
is about being connected to others in the Body of Christ.  
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Welcome! 
We are happy to have you here! 

 

���������	����	
��
The three minute rule is now in effect.  Be 
sure and spend the last three minutes after 
the church service is over, speaking to 
those who you do not know first, then talk 
to those you do know. 
The three minute rule is an easy way for 
you to reach out to those you do not know.  
You will be extending the friendship of 
Christ with those who are guests with us at 
church.  Or you may find out that they are 
a member and you have not had the 
opportunity to meet them. 
Take a few minutes and increase your 
circle of friends.  Let the love of God you 
have spill over into a new friendship. 

�
 

June Communion Offering: 
United Methodist Homes  
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Vacation Bible School  is July 13-17.   
This year we will be using Cokesbury’s 
Camp E.D.G.E. curriculum.  At Camp 

E.D.G.E. children will 
Experience and Discover 
God Everywhere!  
Vacation Bible ages 4-13.  
We are also always looking 
for volunteers.  Please 
contact Sarah Webster with 
questions.  (368-8341) 

Registration Forms are available in the 
Church Office. 
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Let’s keep those shawls coming ladies, they 
have been greatly received by all 
recipients!  Many thanks to Pam 
Wright and Phebe Bishop who 
started this ministry!  Also, to all 
of you knitters and crocheters, 
your hard work and prayers are 
touching many people!  

 

 
Great Job to all who helped 
with our annual rummage sale.   
We raised just over $1200! 
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�� Just a reminder:  Please make sure to 
use your offering envelopes.  It just 
takes a second to fill it out and the 
offering counters and financial 
secretary will greatly appreciate it! 

 
Updates!  
We are in the process of updating our 
family list and email contact lists.   We 
would like to create a new email database.  
Please send an email to 
avalonmethodist@hotmail.com  so that we 
can complete our database.  Also, if you 
have changed your mailing address, home 
address, home phone, cell phone, or email 
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address, please let us know!  Thanks! 

����
 

Blind Center of the Jersey Cape 
 
PASTOR RAY SCHMELING HAS SET UP AND 

INSTALLED A NEW COMPUTER WORKSTATION IN THE 

BLIND CENTER.  THE CENTER WILL BE RUNNING THE 

JAWS PROGRAM.  THE BLIND CENTER WISHES TO 

THANK RAY FOR ALL OF HIS HARD WORK ON THIS 

PROJECT. 
HOPEFULLY IN THE FUTURE THEY WILL HAVE EMAIL 

CAPABILITY AND HOST THEIR OWN WEBSITE! 
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United Methodist Night at the World 

Champion Phillies! 
Saturday, July 11th, Game Time 7pm 

Phillies vs Pirates 
This is the second year that our Conference United 
Methodist Men are joining the UMM from the 
Eastern Pennsylvania Conference with sponsoring 
this event.  For every ticket sold in our conference, 
the UMM can receive up to a five dollar rebate for 
men's ministry.  Last year our Conference UMM 
received a check for $1,175.72.  The Phillies will be 
sending ticket forms to all of our churches soon.  
What a great night for United Methodist fellowship 
and a great opportunity for United Methodists to 
reach out to friends, family, neighbors and invite 
them to come with them to this fun event.  The 
United Methodist Men will provide a chorus to sing 
our National Anthem prior to the game.  If you are 
interested in singing it is recommended that the men 
come to the game at 6pm and report to the Right 
Field Gate.  There you will be directed to a practice 
room for a brief rehearsal and then onto the field to 
sing.   

Go Phillies & Go United Methodists! 
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Pencil these 
dates  
on your 
calendar :  

 
 
June 1st (begins May31th): Family Promise 

Host Week 
 
June 7th:  Communion Offering Sunday 
                       (UM Homes) 
 
June 9th: SPRC Meeting 7pm 
 
June 13th: Strawberry Festival 7-9pm 
 
June 16th: Administrative Council Meeting 

7pm 

 
June 21st: Father's Day, Special CWS         

Offering for Tools 
 
June 28th: Graduate Sunday 

 

July 4th: Independence 
Day 

Avalon Fireworks: 30th & The 
Beach 

Stone Harbor Fireworks: 80th 
Street Field 

 
July Mission Project-Calling Cards for 

Military 
 
July 5th: Communion Offering Sunday 
               Asbury UMC Food Program 
 
July 13th-17th: Vacation Bible School 
 
July 21st: Trustees Meeting 7pm 
 

 
 
 
August Mission Project-School Supplies 
 
August 2nd: Communion Offering Sunday 
                  Rick Hellings-Alaska Missionary 
 
August 8th: BBQ Chicken Dinner 4-7pm 
 
August 11th: NOW Meeting 7pm 
 
August 14th: Peach Festival 7-9pm 
 
August 16th: Healing Service 
 
August 18th: Finance Meeting 7pm 
 
August 30th: Membership Recognition 
 
Please Note:  
Pastor Vena will be in Korea starting July 
30th to August 16th.  She is participating in 
a Conference sponsored, English-speaking 
Vacation Bible School. 
 
 
Looking Ahead  
September 9th: We will be hosting a 
special luncheon for all of our 90+ 
members.  If you know someone who 
should receive an invitation, please 
contact the church office. 
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